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1
WORK VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National stage application of
International Application No. PCT/JP2014/059419, filed on
Mar. 31, 2014.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a work vehicle.

2. Description of the Related Art

A work vehicle is provided with an engine compartment.
An engine is contained inside the engine compartment. Vari-
ous devices other than the engine are also contained inside the
engine compartment. For example, an exhaust gas post-pro-
cessing device for processing exhaust gas from the engine is
contained inside the engine compartment in the work vehicle
disclosed in Japanese Patent Laid-open No. 2014-025254.

SUMMARY

The temperature inside the engine compartment rises when
the engine or the various devices contained inside the engine
compartment generate heat while operating. As a result,
members disposed inside the engine compartment are
exposed to the hot air inside the engine compartment. Cooling
is required for the members that are preferably not subject to
high temperatures but are installed inside the engine compart-
ment.

An object of the present invention is to enable cooling for
members to be cooled disposed inside the engine compart-
ment.

A work vehicle according to an aspect of the present inven-
tion is provided with an engine, an engine compartment, a
cooling compartment, a partition wall, a top plate, a plate-like
member, a first member, a duct, a cooling fan, and a cooling
object member. The engine compartment contains the engine.
The cooling compartment is disposed to the rear of the engine
compartment. The partition wall partitions the engine com-
partment from the cooling compartment. The top plate has an
outdoor air intake port. The upper plate defines the upper
surface of the engine compartment. The plate-like member
extends forward from the partition wall. The plate-like mem-
ber is disposed below the outdoor air intake port. The first
member is disposed below the plate-like member inside the
engine compartment. The duct has first and second end parts.
The first end part is positioned to the rear of the first member
inside the engine compartment. The second end part is posi-
tioned inside the cooling compartment. The cooling fan is
disposed inside the cooling compartment. The cooling fan
exhausts air from the cooling compartment to the outside of
the cooling compartment. The cooling object member is dis-
posed in an air flow generated between the first end part and
a gap between the first member and the plate-like member.

According to this configuration, the second end part of the
duct is positioned inside the cooling compartment. The cool-
ing compartment is a space in which negative pressure is
produced when the cooling fan is operating. As a result, the
duct sucks in air from the first end part and exhausts the air
from the second end part. As a result, outdoor air is sucked in
from the outdoor air intake port into the engine compartment
due to the negative pressure inside the engine compartment.
The outdoor air sucked into the engine compartment flows
forward along the plate-like member that extends forward
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from the partition wall. The outdoor air passes over the plate-
like member and flows to the rear toward the first end part of
the duct. Specifically, the outside air passes through the gap
between the plate-like member and the first member and
flows toward the first end part. As a result, the cooling object
member installed in the air flow is effectively cooled.

The first member preferably has a tubular shape. According
to this configuration, the flow rate of the air flow when passing
through the gap between a plate-like part and the first member
can be increased because the gap between the plate-like mem-
ber and the tubular shape gradually becomes smaller.

The first member preferably extends in the vehicle width
direction.

The work vehicle is preferably further equipped with an
exhaust gas post-processing device. The exhaust gas post-
processing device processes exhaust gas from the engine. The
first member is a member that configures the exhaust gas
post-processing device.

The first end part preferably opens toward the first member.
According to this configuration, the above-mentioned air
flow can be generated more effectively.

The second end part of the duct preferably opens down-
wards. According to this configuration, even if rainwater
enters the cooling compartment, the rainwater can be pre-
vented from entering the duct. As a result, rainwater can be
prevented from entering the engine compartment via the duct.

The first member preferably is a diesel particulate filtering
device.

The first member is preferably a diesel oxidation catalyst.

A center position of the first end part in the vertical direc-
tion is preferably positioned higher than a center axis of the
first member. According to this configuration, the above-
mentioned air flow can be generated more effectively.

The top plate preferably has a first sloping part the slopes
downward toward the rear. The outdoor air intake port is
formed in the first sloping part.

The plate-like member preferably slopes toward the rear
and downward. According to this configuration, the air flow
can be generated more suitably.

According to exemplary embodiments of the present
invention, cooling is made possible for the cooling object
member disposed inside the engine compartment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a wheel loader.

FIG. 2 is a side cross-sectional view of a rear vehicle part.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an exhaust gas post-pro-
cessing device.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a top plate.

FIG. 5 is side cross-sectional view of a rear vehicle part.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the rear vehicle part.

FIG. 7 is a schematic view of a positional relationship
between end parts and a radiator.

FIG. 8is a perspective view of the top plate as seen from the
underside.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the inside of an engine
compartment.

FIG. 10 is a side view of the top plate.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

An exemplary embodiment of a wheel loader as an
example of a work vehicle according to exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention will be explained below with
reference to the drawings. FIG. 1 is a perspective external
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view of a wheel loader 100 as seen from the left rear. In the
following description, “right,” “left,” “up,” and “down” indi-
cate directions relative to a state of looking forward from the
driver’s seat. “Vehicle width direction” and “crosswise direc-
tion” have the same meaning. Moreover, the front-back direc-
tion signifies the front-back direction of the vehicle body.

Asillustrated in FIG. 1, a wheel loader 100 includes a work
implement 110, a vehicle body 120, front wheels 130, and
rear wheels 140. The wheel loader 100 is capable of traveling
due to the rotation of the front wheels 130 and the rear wheels
140, and desired work can be conducted using the work
implement 110.

The work implement 110 is a mechanism driven by oper-
ating fluid pressurized by a hydraulic pump, and is disposed
forward of the vehicle body 120. The work implement 110
includes a bucket 111, a boom (not shown), a lift cylinder (not
shown), and a bucket cylinder 112. The bucket 111 is attached
to the tip of the boom. The boom is a member for lifting the
bucket 111 and is mounted at the front part of a below-
mentioned front vehicle part 120q. The lift cylinder drives the
boom with pressure oil discharged from a work implement
pump. The bucket cylinder 112 drives the bucket 111 with
pressure oil discharged from the work implement pump.

The vehicle body 120 has the front vehicle part 120a and a
rear vehicle part 1205. The front vehicle part 120a and the
rear vehicle part 1205 are connected to allow swinging rela-
tive to each other in the left-right direction. The work imple-
ment 110 and the front wheels 130 are provided on the front
vehicle part 120a, and the rear wheels 140 are provided on the
rear vehicle part 1205.

The rear vehicle part 1205 has a vehicle frame 150, a cab
160, a hydraulic fluid tank 170, an engine compartment 2, a
cooling compartment 3, and a cooling fan 5 (see FIG. 2). The
vehicle frame 150 is a frame that mainly configures the rear
vehicle part 1205 and supports the rear wheels 140, the cab
160, the hydraulic fluid tank 170, an engine 11 and the like.

An operating cabin is provided inside the cab 160, and
various operating members and an operating panel are pro-
vided inside the cab 160. The operating fluid tank 170 is
disposed to the rear of the cab 160, and a plurality ofhydraulic
pumps (not shown) are disposed below the operating fluid
tank 170. Operating fluid for driving the work implement 110
and the like is stored in the operating fluid tank 170, and the
operating fluid is supplied to the work implement 110 and the
like by the hydraulic pumps.

FIG. 2 is a side cross-section of the rear vehicle body 1205
as seen from the left. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the engine
compartment 2 is disposed to the rear of the hydraulic fluid
tank 170 and is defined by a vehicle body cover 8.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the vehicle body cover 8 has a top
plate 81, a first side plate 82, and a second side plate 83 (see
FIG. 2). The upper plate 81 defines the upper surface of the
engine compartment 2. The first and second side plates 82 and
83 define the side surfaces of the engine compartment 2.
Specifically, the first side plate 82 defines the left side surface
of the engine compartment 2, and the second side plate 83
defines the right side surface of the engine compartment 2.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the engine 11 and an exhaust gas
post-processing device 12 and the like are contained inside
the engine compartment 2. The engine 11 is disposed in a
lower part of the engine compartment 2 and a crankshaft
thereof extends in the front-back direction, that is, the engine
11 is a so-called vertical mounted engine.

The exhaust gas post-processing device 12 is disposed in
an upper part of the engine compartment 2. Specifically, the
exhaust gas post-processing device 12 is disposed above the
engine 11. FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the exhaust gas
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post-processing device 12 as seen from the left rear. As illus-
trated in FIG. 3, the exhaust gas post-processing device 12
includes, in order of the flow of exhaust gas, a diesel particu-
late filtering device 121, a connecting pipe 122, and a selec-
tive catalyst reduction device 123. A urea water injection
device 13 is attached to the connecting pipe 122. The diesel
particulate filtering device 121 corresponds to an example of
the first member of the present invention.

The diesel particulate filtering device 121 has a tubular
shape and extends in the vehicle width direction. Specifically,
a center axis O of the diesel particulate filtering device 121
extends in the vehicle width direction. The diesel particulate
filtering device 121 is connected to the engine 11 through a
pipe 124. The diesel particulate filtering device 121 is a
device for processing exhaust gas exhausted from the engine
11.

Specifically, the diesel particulate filtering device 121 is a
device that collects, in a filter, particulate matter, such as soot,
in the exhaust gas emitted from the engine 11. The diesel
particulate filtering device 121 burns the collected particulate
matter with a heater provided with the filter. The diesel par-
ticulate filtering device 121 is supported by a supporting
member 151 attached to the vehicle frame 150.

The connecting pipe 122 is a pipe for connecting the diesel
particulate filtering device 121 and the selective catalyst
reduction device 123. The entire connecting pipe 122 is
formed in an S shape and includes a first bend part 125, a
linear part 126, and a second bend part 127. The first bend part
125 is connected to an exhaust gas outlet port 128 of the diesel
particulate filtering device 121. The second bend part 127 is
connected to an exhaust gas inlet port 129 of the selective
catalyst reduction device 123. The linear part 126 extends
between the first bend part 125 and the second bend part 127.

The urea water injection device 13 is attached to the first
bend part 125. The urea water injection device 13 injects a
urea water aqueous solution into the connecting pipe 122. The
urea water aqueous solution is sucked up from a urea water
aqueous solution tank (not shown) by a pump (not shown) and
is supplied to the urea water injection device 13 via a pipe (not
shown). The urea water aqueous solution injected into the
connecting pipe 122 undergoes hydrolysis due to the heat
from the exhaust gas and becomes ammonia. The ammonia is
fed with the exhaust gas through the connecting pipe 122 to
the selective catalyst reduction device 123.

The above-mentioned ammonia is used as a reducing agent
to purify by reduction the nitrogen oxides in the exhaust gas
in the selective catalyst reduction device 123. The selective
catalyst reduction device 123 is supported by the supporting
member 151 in the same way as the diesel particulate filtering
device 121.

The diesel particulate filtering device 121 and the selective
catalyst reduction device 123 are disposed parallel to each
other. Specifically, the diesel particulate filtering device 121
and the selective catalyst reduction device 123 both have
substantially tubular shapes. The center axes of the diesel
particulate filtering device 121 and the selective catalyst
reduction device 123 are both disposed to extend substan-
tially parallel to each other in the vehicle width direction. The
linear part 126 in the connecting pipe 122 also has a substan-
tially tubular shape and the center axis thereof extends in the
vehicle width direction. Specifically, the center axis of the
linear part 126 of the connecting pipe 122 is disposed sub-
stantially parallel to the center axes of the diesel particulate
filtering device 121 and the selective catalyst reduction device
123.

The cooling compartment 3 is disposed to the rear of the
engine compartment 2 as illustrated in FIG. 2. The engine
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compartment 2 and the cooling compartment 3 are partitioned
by apartition wall 6. The cooling compartment 3 is defined by
the vehicle body cover 8 in the same way as the engine
compartment 2. Specifically, the upper surface of the cooling
compartment 3 is defined by the top plate 81 and the sides of
the cooling compartment 3 are defined by the first and second
side plates 82 and 83.

Specifically, a front part of the top plate 81 defines the
upper surface of the engine compartment 2, and a rear part of
the top plate 81 defines the upper surface of the cooling
compartment 3. The front parts of the first and second side
plates 82 and 83 define the side surfaces of the engine com-
partment 2, and the rear parts of the first and second side
plates 82 and 83 define the side surfaces of the cooling com-
partment 3.

A radiator 4 and the cooling fan 5 are contained inside the
cooling compartment 3. The radiator 4 cools cooling liquid
for the engine 11. The cooling fan 5 rotates to exhaust air
inside the cooling compartment 3 to the outside of the cooling
compartment 3. Specifically, the cooling fan 5 rotates to
exhaust air from inside the cooling compartment 3 to the
outside of the cooling compartment 3 via a grille 31. That is,
the cooling fan 5 generates an air flow toward the rear. The
cooling fan 5 is disposed to the rear of the radiator 4. The grille
31 defines the rear surface of the cooling compartment 3.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the top plate 81 as seen from
the left rear side. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the top plate 81 is
supported in a detachable manner on the vehicle frame 150.
While not limited in particular, the top plate 81 is attached to
the vehicle frame 150 by a fastening member, such as a bolt.
Specifically, the front part of the top plate 81 defines the upper
surface of the engine compartment 2, and the rear part of the
top plate 81 defines the upper surface of the cooling compart-
ment 3 when the top plate 81 is attached to the vehicle frame
150.

The top plate 81 has a first outdoor air intake port 84 that
allows communication between the engine compartment 2
and the outside. The first outdoor air intake port 84 is config-
ured by a plurality of through-holes. The first outdoor air
intake port 84 is formed in the front part ofthe top plate 81 and
outside air is sucked into the engine compartment 2 through
the first outdoor air intake port 84. The through-holes that
configure the first outdoor air intake port 84 are shaped as slits
that extend in the vehicle width direction. The first outdoor air
intake port 84 corresponds to the outdoor air intake port of the
present invention.

The top plate 81 further has a second outdoor air intake port
85 that allows communication between the cooling compart-
ment 3 and the outside. The second outdoor air intake port 85
is configured by a plurality of through-holes. The second
outdoor air intake port 85 is formed in the rear part of the top
plate 81 and outdoor air is sucked into the cooling compart-
ment 3 through the second outdoor air intake port 85.

The second outdoor air intake port 85 is positioned in front
of the radiator 4 and the cooling fan 5 in the front-back
direction. The second outdoor air intake port 85 is positioned
on the upper surface of the cooling compartment 3 and allows
communication between the cooling compartment 3 and the
outside. The front end of the second outdoor air intake port 85
is positioned to the rear of the partition wall 6 in the front-
back direction, and the rear end of the second outdoor air
intake port 85 is positioned in front of the radiator 4 in the
front-back direction. The second outdoor air intake port 85 is
configured by a plurality of through-holes. The second out-
door air intake port 85 has a substantially rectangular shape as
seen in a plan view.
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The top plate 81 has a flat part 81a, a first sloping part 815,
apair of side wall parts 81¢, a front wall part 81d, and a second
sloping part 81e.

The flat part 81a has a rectangular shape and extends sub-
stantially in the horizontal direction. An exhaust pipe 81f
extends upward from the flat part 81a. The exhaust pipe 81fis
a pipe for exhausting to the outside the exhaust gas that has
been processed by the exhaust gas post-processing device 12.
The front wall part 814 extends downward from the front end
of'the flat part 81a. The side wall parts 81¢ extend downward
from the side ends of the flat part 81a.

The first sloping part 815 extends to the rear from the rear
end of the flat part 81a. The first sloping part 815 slopes
downward toward the rear. The first sloping part 815 has the
same width as the flat part 81a. The above-mentioned first
outdoor air intake port 84 is formed in the first sloping part
815.

The second sloping part 81e extends to the rear from the
rear end of the first sloping part 815. The second sloping part
81e slopes downward toward the rear. The slope of the second
sloping part 81e is gentler than the slope of the first sloping
part 815. The second sloping part 81e mainly defines the
upper surface of the cooling compartment 3, and partially
defines the rear part upper surface of the engine compartment
2. The above-mentioned second outdoor air intake port 85 is
formed in the second sloping part 81e.

FIG. 5 is a side cross-section of the rear vehicle body 12054.
As illustrated in FIG. 5, a plate-like member 17 is disposed
below the top plate 81. Specifically, the plate-like member 17
is disposed below the first outdoor air intake port 84. The
plate-like member 17 extends forward from the partition wall
6. The plate-like member 17 is disposed so that a gap is
formed between the plate-like member 17 and the partition
wall 6 in the front-back direction. A below-mentioned beam
member 88 is installed to cover the gap. The beam member 88
is disposed below the plate-like member 17 and the rear end
of'the beam member 88 is in contact with the partition wall 6.

The plate-like member 17 is positioned above the diesel
particulate filtering device 121 with a gap 33. The plate-like
member 17 slopes downward toward the rear. The slope of the
plate-like member 17 is gentler than the slope of the first
sloping part 815. The slope of the plate-like member 17 slopes
at substantially the same angle as the slope of the second
sloping part 81e.

The gap 33 between the plate-like member 17 and the
diesel particulate filtering device 121 in front of the center
axis O of the diesel particulate filtering device 121 gradually
becomes narrower towards the rear. The above-mentioned
gap 33 to the rear of the center axis O of the diesel particulate
filtering device 121 gradually becomes wider toward the rear.

The plate-like member 17 is disposed to cover all of the first
outdoor air intake port 84 in the bottom view. Specifically, the
length of the plate-like member 17 in the vehicle width direc-
tion is the same as the length of the first outdoor air intake port
84 or is greater than the length of the first outdoor air intake
port 84. Moreover, the length of the plate-like member 17 in
the front-back direction is the same as the length of the first
outdoor air intake port 84 or is greater than the length of the
first outdoor air intake port 84.

The plate-like member 17 has a tray-like shape. Specifi-
cally, the plate-like member has a bottom plate 171 and a side
plate 172. The bottom plate 171 has a substantially rectangu-
lar shape. The side plate 172 extends upward from an outer
edge of the bottom plate 171.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, the wheel loader 100 is further
provided with a first duct 18. The first duct 18 has a first end
part 181 and a second end part 182. The first end part 181 is
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positioned inside the engine compartment 2 and the second
end part 182 is positioned inside the cooling compartment 3.
Specifically, the first duct 18 passes through the partition wall
6 and extends to cross between the engine compartment 2 and
the cooling compartment 3. The first duct 18 corresponds to
the duct in the present invention.

The first end part 181 of the first duct 18 is positioned to the
rear of the diesel particulate filtering device 121 inside the
engine compartment 2. Specifically, the first end part 181 is
positioned between the diesel particulate filtering device 121
and the partition wall 6 in the front-back direction. Moreover,
the first end part 181 is positioned substantially in the middle
in the vehicle width direction. The center of the first end part
181 is above the center axis O of the diesel particulate filtering
device 121 in the vertical direction.

The second end part 182 of the first duct 18 is positioned
inside the cooling compartment 3. Specifically, the second
end part 182 of the first duct 18 is positioned in front of the
cooling fan 5 inside the cooling compartment 3. The second
end part 812 of the first duct 18 opens downward. Specifi-
cally, the first duct 18 is formed in an L shape and the first end
part 181 opens toward the front and the second end part opens
downward.

When the cooling fan 5 is operating, the first end part 181

of'the first duct 18 sucks in the air inside the engine compart-
ment 2. As a result, an air flow is generated as depicted by the
arrow 32 in FIG. 5. Specifically, the outdoor air sucked into
the engine compartment 2 from the first outdoor air intake
port 84 flows forward along the plate-like member 17. The
outdoor air that passes over the front end of the plate-like
member 17 passes through the gap 33 between the plate-like
member 17 and the diesel particulate filtering device 121 and
flows toward the first end part 181 of the first duct 18. A
connector 1211 is disposed in an air flow 32 that is generated
between the gap 33 and the first end part 181. The distance
between the diesel particulate filtering device 121 and the
plate-like member 17 that is the narrowest portion of the gap
33 is preferably approximately 30 mm to 50 mm, and more
preferably approximately 35 mm to 40 mm. The connector
1211 is a connector for signal wiring. The connector 1211 is
a component that preferably does not become heated. The
distance between the diesel particulate filtering device 121
and the connector 1211 is preferably approximately 70 mm to
100 mm, and more preferably approximately 80 mm to 85
mm.
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the rear vehicle part 1205
when the top plate 81 is detached. As illustrated in FIG. 6, a
third outdoor air intake port 87 is formed in the first side plate
82 that is a portion of the vehicle body cover 8. The third
outdoor air intake port 87 is an opening part for sucking in
outdoor air into the cooling compartment 3. The cooling
compartment 3 communicates with the outside through the
third outdoor air intake port 87.

The third outdoor air intake port 87 is positioned in front of
the radiator 4 and the cooling fan 5 in the front-back direction.
Specifically, at least a portion of the third outdoor air intake
port 87 is positioned in front of the radiator 4. The third
outdoor air intake port 87 is positioned on the left side surface
(example of the first side surface) of the cooling compartment
3 and allows communication between the cooling compart-
ment 3 and the outside. The third outdoor air intake port 87 is
configured by a plurality of through-holes. A fourth outdoor
air intake port 89 (see FIG. 2) is formed in the second side
plate 83 that defines the right side surface (example of the
second side surface) of the cooling compartment 3. A detailed
explanation of the fourth outdoor air intake port 89 is omitted
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because the configuration thereof is the same as that of the
third outdoor air intake port 87.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, the wheel loader 100 is further
provided with second and third ducts 7 and 9. The second and
third ducts 7 and 9 extend to cross between the engine com-
partment 2 and the cooling compartment 3. Specifically, the
second and third ducts 7 and 9 extend while passing through
the partition wall 6.

The second duct 7 has a second duct body part 70, a first
intake part 74 (see FIG. 9), and second intake part 75 (see
FIG. 9). The second duct body part 70 has third and fourth end
parts 71 and 72. The third end part 71 of the second duct body
part 70 is positioned inside the engine compartment 2. The
fourth end part 72 of the second duct body part 70 is posi-
tioned inside the cooling compartment 3. The fourth end part
72 is positioned in front of the radiator 4 and the cooling fan
5 in the front-back direction. Specifically, the fourth end part
72 is positioned near the partition wall 6.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, the fourth end part 72 is disposed
in a position that does not face the radiator 4 in a back view.
Specifically, the fourth end part 72 is positioned in an upper
end part and a left side end part (example of the first side end
part) inside the cooling compartment 3. That is, the fourth end
part 72 is positioned near the second outdoor air intake port 85
and the third outdoor air intake port 87. FIG. 7 is a schematic
view depicting a positional relationship between the radiator
4 and the ducts in the back surface.

FIG. 8is a perspective view of the underside of the top plate
81. As illustrated in FIG. 8, the second duct body part 70 is
attached to the top plate 81. Specifically, the second duct body
part 70 is attached to the top plate 81 by a fixing means, such
as a mounting bracket or by welding and the like. The second
duct body part 70 can be integrally detached with the top plate
81 by detaching the top plate 81 from the vehicle frame 150.

Specifically, the rear end part of the second duct body part
70 is supported by the beam member 88. The beam member
88 is fixed to a below mentioned top plate body part 811. The
beam member 88 extends in the vehicle width direction, and
more specifically, extends from the left side end part (example
of'the first side end part) to the right side end part (example of
the second side end part) of the top plate body part 811.

The beam member 88 has first and second through-holes
881 and 882 that extend in the front-back direction. The first
through-hole 881 is formed in the left side end part and the
second through-hole 882 is formed in the right side end part.
The second duct body part 70 is supported on the beam
member 88 by passing through the first through-hole 881. A
portion of the left side surface of the second duct body part 70
is welded to the inside surface of the top plate 81.

The second duct body part 70 is disposed in the left side end
part (example of the first side end part) inside the engine
compartment 2. The cross-section of the second duct body
part 70 vertical to the longitudinal direction has a rectangular
shape. The second duct body part 70 extends substantially in
the front-back direction. The second duct body part 70
approaches the middle in the vehicle width direction as the
second duct body part 70 advances to the front.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the inside of the engine
compartment as seen from the rear. As illustrated in FIG. 9,
the first intake part 74 and the second intake part 75 are
connected to the third end part 71 of the second duct body part
70.

The first intake part 74 extends from the third end part 71 of
the second duct body part 70 toward a NOx sensor 21. Spe-
cifically, the first intake part 74 is disposed to suck in the air
around the NOx sensor 21. The NOx sensor 21 is disposed
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inside the engine compartment 2. The NOx sensor 21 mea-
sures the NOx concentration inside the selective catalyst
reduction device 123.

The first intake part 74 is detachably attached to the third
end part 71 of the second duct body part 70. Specifically, the
first intake part 74 is attached to the third end part 71 of the
second duct body part 70 via a flexible pipe 76. The pipe 76
can be detached from the first intake part 74 by detaching a
band member 77. The first intake part 74 is fixed in the inside
of'the engine compartment 2 with a mounting bracket and the
like.

The first intake part 74 is substantially shaped as an L.
Specifically, the first intake part 74 has a first part 741 that
extends downward and a second part 742 that extends in the
vehicle width direction. The first part 741 extends downward
from the third end part 71 of the second duct body part 70. The
second part 742 extends from the lower end part of the first
part 741 to the right side (example of the second side). Air
around the NOx sensor 21 is sucked in from the distal end part
of the second part 742.

The second intake part 75 extends from the third end part
71 of the second duct body part 70 toward a temperature
sensor 22. Specifically, the second intake part 75 is disposed
to suck in the air around the temperature sensor 22. The
second intake part 75 extends from the third end part 71 of the
second duct body part 70 to the right side (example of the
second side). The second intake part 75 is fixed to the top plate
81 with a mounting bracket and the like. As a result, the
second intake part 75 is detached integrally with the top plate
81.

The temperature sensor 22 is disposed inside the engine
compartment 2. The temperature sensor 22 measures the tem-
perature of the selective catalyst reduction device 123. The
flow passage area in the second duct body part 70 is larger
than the flow passage area of the first intake part 74 and larger
than the flow passage area of the second intake part 75.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, the third duct 9 has fifth and sixth
end parts 91 and 92. The fifth end part 91 is positioned inside
the engine compartment 2. The sixth end part 92 is positioned
inside the cooling compartment 3. The sixth end part 92 is
positioned in front of the radiator 4 and the cooling fan 5 in the
front-back direction.

When the cooling fan 5 is operating, the fifth end part 91 of
the third duct 9 sucks in the air inside the engine compartment
2. The fifth end part 91 opens toward the urea water injection
device 13. The fifth end part 91 of the third duct 9 is positioned
near the urea water injection device 13. While not limited in
particular, the distance between the fifth end part 91 and the
urea water injection device 13 is approximately 200 mm to
250 mm, or preferably approximately 210 mm to 220 mm.
Moreover, when the cooling fan 5 is operating, the sixth end
part 92 exhausts the sucked in air from the fifth end part 91
inside the cooling compartment 3.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, the sixth end part 92 is disposed in
a position that does not face the radiator 4 in the back view.
Specifically, the sixth end part 92 is positioned in an upper end
part and a right side end part (example of the second side end
part) inside the cooling compartment 3. That is, the sixth end
part 92 is positioned near the second outdoor air intake port 85
and the fourth outdoor air intake port 89.

As illustrated in FIG. 8, the third duct 9 is attached to the
top plate 81. Specifically, the third duct 9 is attached to the top
plate 81 by a fixing means, such as a mounting bracket or by
welding and the like. The third duct 9 can be integrally
detached with the top plate 81 by detaching the top plate 81
from the vehicle frame 150.
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Specifically, the rear end part of the third duct 9 is sup-
ported by the beam member 88. The third duct 9 is supported
on the beam member 88 by passing through the second
through-hole 882. A portion of the right side surface of the
third duct 9 is welded to the inside surface of the top plate 81.

The third duct 9 is disposed in the right side end part
(example of the second side end part) inside the engine com-
partment 2. The cross-section of the third duct 9 vertical to the
longitudinal direction has a rectangular shape. The third duct
9 extends substantially in the front-back direction. The fifth
end part 91 of the third duct 9 opens toward the urea water
injection device 13. Specifically, the third duct 9 mainly
extends along the top plate 81 and a portion at the fifth end
part 91 side is configured to face frontward and downward.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, the partition wall 6 has notch parts
61 and 62 for allowing the second and third ducts 7 and 9 to
pass therethrough. Specifically, the first and second notch
parts 61 and 62 are formed in the upper end part of the
partition wall 6.

The first notch part 61 is formed in the upper end part and
the left side end part (example of the first side end part) of the
partition wall 6. The second duct body part 70 extends to cross
between the engine compartment 2 and the cooling compart-
ment 3 via the first notch part 61.

The second notch part 62 is formed in the upper end part
and the right side end part (example of the second side end
part) of the partition wall 6. The third duct 9 extends to cross
between the engine compartment 2 and the cooling compart-
ment 3 via the second notch part 62.

FIG. 10 is a side view of the top plate 81. As illustrated in
FIG. 10, the top plate 81 has the top plate body part 811 and
a plurality of leg parts 812. The top plate body part 811 is a
portion that defines the upper surfaces of the engine compart-
ment 2 and the cooling compartment 3. The leg parts 812 are
portions that extend downward from the side edges of the top
plate body part 811. A below mentioned lower end of the
second duct body part 70 is positioned higher than a lower end
of the leg part 812. As a result, when the top plate 81 is
detached and placed on the ground, the leg parts 812 touch the
ground and the second duct body part 70 does not touch the
ground.

Characteristics

The wheel loader 100 according to exemplary embodi-
ments of the present embodiment has the following charac-
teristics.

When the cooling fan 5 is operating, negative pressure is
produced in the cooling compartment 3 and the first duct 18
sucks in the air inside the engine compartment 2 from the first
end part 181 and exhausts the air from the second end part 182
into the cooling compartment 3. As a result, outdoor air is
sucked into the engine compartment 2 via the first outdoor air
intake port 84 due to the negative pressure produced inside the
engine compartment 2. The outdoor air sucked into the engine
compartment 2 flows toward the front between the top plate
81 and the plate-like member 17 and then turns after passing
over the front end of the plate-like member 17 and flows
toward the rear. That is, the outdoor air passes through the gap
33 between the plate-like member 17 and the diesel particu-
late filtering device 121 and flows toward the first end part 181
of the first duct 18. The flow rate of the air flow increases
because the gap 33 becomes gradually narrower. As a result,
the connector 1211 disposed in the air flow can be cooled
effectively.

MODIFIED EXAMPLES

While an exemplary embodiment of the present invention
has been described above, the present invention is not limited
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to the exemplary embodiment and the following modifica-
tions may be made within the scope of the present invention.

While the connector 1211 is described as the cooling object
member of the present invention in the above exemplary
embodiment, the cooling object member of the present inven-
tion is not limited to the connector 1211 and may be any
member so long as the member requires cooling.

The second end part 182, the fourth end part 72, and the
sixth end part 92 of the above exemplary embodiment are not
limited to being positioned in front of the radiator 4 and the
cooling fan 5. For example, the second end part 182, the
fourth end part 72, and the sixth end part 92 may be positioned
to the rear of the radiator 4 and in front of the cooling fan 5.
Specifically, the second, fourth and sixth end parts 182, 72
and 92 may be positioned between the radiator 4 and the
cooling fan 5 in the front-back direction.

The cooling fan 5 in the above exemplary embodiment is
not limited to rotating to exhaust the air inside the cooling
compartment 3 to the rear. For example, the cooling fan 5 may
rotate to suck in air into the cooling compartment 3 via the
grille 31. The air inside the cooling compartment 3 is
exhausted to the outside of the cooling compartment 3
through the third outdoor air intake port 87 and the like. In this
case, the second end part 182 of the first duct 18 is preferably
disposed to the rear of the cooling fan 5 inside the cooling
compartment 3. For example, the second end part 182 is
disposed between the cooling fan 5 and the grille 31.

While the diesel particulate filtering device 121 of the
above exemplary embodiment is described as the first mem-
ber of the present invention, the first member of the present
invention is not limited to being the diesel particulate filtering
device 121. For example, the selective catalyst reduction
device 23 and the like may be disposed in the position of the
diesel particulate filtering device 121 in the above exemplary
embodiment. In this case, the selective catalyst reduction
device 123 corresponds to the first member of the present
invention. A diesel oxidation catalyst (DOC) may also be
disposed in the position of the diesel particulate filtering
device 121. In this case, the diesel oxidation catalyst corre-
sponds to the first member of the present invention.

While the wheel loader 100 to which the present invention
is applied has been described in the above exemplary embodi-
ments, the present invention may be applicable to another
work vehicle, such as a motor grader.

What is claimed is:

1. A work vehicle comprising:

an engine;

an engine compartment containing the engine;

a cooling compartment disposed to the rear of the engine
compartment;

a partition wall partitioning the engine compartment from
the cooling compartment;

atop plate having an outdoor air intake port and defining an
upper surface of the engine compartment;

a plate-like member extending forward from the partition
wall and disposed below the outdoor air intake port;

a first member disposed below the plate-like member
inside the engine compartment;

a duct arranged to pass through the partition wall, the duct
having a first end part positioned to the rear of the first
member inside the engine compartment, and a second
end part positioned inside the cooling compartment, the
first end part opening inside the engine compartment and
the second end part opening inside the cooling compart-
ment;
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a cooling fan configured to exhaust air from the cooling
compartment and disposed inside the cooling compart-
ment;

a cooling object member disposed in an air flow generated
between the first end part and a gap between the first
member and the plate-like member.

2. The work vehicle according to claim 1, wherein

the first member has a tubular shape.

3. The work vehicle according to claim 1, wherein

the first member extends in the vehicle width direction.

4. The work vehicle according to claim 1, further compris-

ing

an exhaust gas post-processing device configured to pro-
cess exhaust gas from the engine, wherein

the first member is a member that configures the exhaust
gas post-processing device.

5. The work vehicle according to claim 1, wherein

the first end part opens toward the first member.

6. The work vehicle according to claim 1, wherein

the second end of the duct opens downwards.

7. The work vehicle according to claim 1, wherein

the first member is a diesel particulate filtering device.

8. The work vehicle according to claim 1, wherein

the first member is a diesel oxidation catalyst.

9. The work vehicle according to claim 1, wherein

a center position of the first end part in the vertical direction
is positioned higher than a center axis of the first mem-
ber.

10. The work vehicle according to claim 1, wherein

the top plate has a first sloping part sloping downward
toward the rear; and

the outdoor air intake port is formed in the first sloping part.

11. The work vehicle according to claim 1, wherein

the plate-like member slopes downward toward the rear.

12. The work vehicle according to claim 3, further com-

prising

an exhaust gas post-processing device configured to pro-
cess exhaust gas from the engine, wherein

the first member is a member that configures the exhaust
gas post-processing device.

13. The work vehicle according to claim 12, wherein

the first end part opens toward the first member.

14. The work vehicle according to claim 13, wherein

the second end of the duct opens downwards.

15. The work vehicle according to claim 14, wherein

the first member is a diesel particulate filtering device.

16. The work vehicle according to claim 14, wherein

the first member is a diesel oxidation catalyst.

17. A work vehicle comprising:

an engine;

an engine compartment containing the engine;

a cooling compartment disposed to the rear of the engine
compartment;

a partition wall partitioning the engine compartment from
the cooling compartment;

atop plate having an outdoor air intake port and defining an
upper surface of the engine compartment;

a plate-like member extending forward from the partition
wall and disposed below the outdoor air intake port;

a first member configured to be an exhaust gas post-pro-
cessing device for processing exhaust gas from the
engine, the first member being disposed below the plate-
like member inside the engine compartment, the first
member extending in a vehicle width direction;

a duct having a first end part positioned to the rear of the
first member inside the engine compartment, and a sec-
ond end part positioned inside the cooling compartment,
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the first end part opening toward the first member and the
second end part opening downward;

a cooling fan configured to exhaust air from the cooling
compartment and disposed inside the cooling compart-
ment; and

a cooling object member disposed in an air flow generated
between the first end part and a gap between the first
member and the plate-like member,

acenter position of the first end part in the vertical direction
being positioned higher than a center axis of the first
member.

18. The work vehicle according to claim 17, wherein

the top plate has a first sloping part sloping downward
toward the rear; and

the outdoor air intake port is formed in the first sloping part.

19. The work vehicle according to claim 18, wherein

the plate-like member slopes downward toward the rear.

20. A work vehicle comprising:

an engine;

an engine compartment containing the engine;

a cooling compartment disposed to rearward of the engine
compartment in a longitudinal direction of the work
vehicle;

a partition wall partitioning the engine compartment from
the cooling compartment;
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atop plate having an outdoor air intake port and defining an
upper surface of the engine compartment;

a plate-like member disposed inside the engine compart-
ment below the top plate, the plate-like member extend-
ing below the outdoor air intake port and beyond the
outdoor air intake port in forward and rearward direc-
tions of the work vehicle;

a first member disposed below the plate-like member
inside the engine compartment;

a duct having a first end part positioned to the rear of the
first member inside the engine compartment, and a sec-
ond end part positioned inside the cooling compartment;

a cooling fan configured to exhaust air from the cooling
compartment and disposed inside the cooling compart-
ment;

a cooling object member disposed in an air flow generated
between the first end part and a gap between the first
member and the plate-like member.

21. The work vehicle according to claim 20, wherein

the top plate and the plate-like member are configured and
arranged to diverge from each other in a vertical direc-
tion as a forward end of the plate-like member is
approached from a rearward end of the plate-like mem-
ber.



